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Venice Canal reflections 

 

Digital inkjet prints, 17" x 22" 
 

This project creates altered images of the architect-designed trophy houses that are 

gradually replacing the early 20th century bungalows of the Venice Canals in Los 

Angeles.   As late afternoon sunlight glances off the brackish water of the canals, wind 

patterns on water create fascinating reflections easily captured by a digital camera. 

 

The Venice canals, constructed from a former wetland, are a world apart from the 

networks of highways and ethnic neighborhoods that make up Los Angeles.  Originally 

developed on small canal-facing lots, the old bungalows are being torn down and 

replaced by opulent houses that aim to make major architectural statements. 

 

However one may lament the obliteration of an historic neighborhood, the exterior 

details of these new mansions combine and recombine to form striking water 

reflections, turning architecture into abstraction. 

 

The ability of the digital camera to stop motion precisely seems key here, as wind gusts 

on the canal surface break the images of facades into swirls or pointillist cascades.  

Additional textures come from the braided wakes left by resident ducks and the 

occasional kayaker. 

 

Although the images do not literally represent the houses, the impulse behind them is 

essentially documentary.  The bright colors and details of the houses become even more 

exuberant when translated onto the multiple picture planes of the canals.  On the 

surface, we see reflections and shadows, as well as bits of floating detritus.  Below the 

surface, we see into the depth of the water, even to the plane of the bottom when the 

light permits.  Some of the reflections have been turned upside down to suggest an 

alternate version of “reality.” 

 

I have done almost no manipulation of these images in Photoshop.  Occasional 

cropping, but nothing more.  The images are left to speak for themselves.  While 

making them, I felt delight and joy at discovering a kind of hidden world of pure color 

and abstract form under the surface of reality, so to speak.  I hope to communicate this 

to the viewer. 


