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Photographs taken on a sea voyage to Arctic Norway and Svalbard aim to capture 

characteristic aspects of the northern environment and its history.  I hope to develop 

this project further by traveling to the Canadian Arctic and the Russian Arctic.  

Eventually, I hope to get to Antarctica as well. 

 

Stylistically these are relatively straightforward color photographs intended to 

document striking aspects of the Arctic: its remoteness and its elemental beauty (made 

up of earth, air, and water, and requiring the fourth element, fire, to keep the 

photographer alive).   Plants are present on some shorelines of islands and 

archipelagoes, but they are small in comparison to the expanses of mountains, glaciers, 

seas, and skies. 

 

The scale of the arctic is difficult to represent in photographs, for there are no trees or 

structures to help us estimate distances and proportions.  Light conditions– sun, fog,  

and weather can make mountains seem to disappear in the distance like mirages, or 

alternatively, can make them seem to loom like great black masses of stone.  Clouds 

appear to cut mountains in half.  And of course, the midnight sun gives special light 

effects – several of the brightest photographs in this group were taken at midnight. 

 

There is considerable evidence of wildlife, both the low carpet of plants and land and 

water mammals.  What one sees on land, though, are mostly remains: dead plants next 

to living ones,  antlers and hair shed by reindeer, bird skulls, the odd bone.  These 

photographs aim to document fauna and flora by what remains are found on the land.   

 

Evidence of human greed, and the difficulty of human survival in the Arctic, is visible 

throughout Svalbard: whale skeletons overgrown by moss, collapsed fox traps, 

disintegrating hunters’ cabins, rusted mining equipment, industrial refuse.  These 

photographs attempt to document this human history of exploitation through inference, 

using the remains of material culture. 
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